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The Saint's Duty, and Britain's Safety. 1 
A 


DISCOURSE. 


2. CHRONICLES vii. 14. 


IF MY PEOPLE WHICH ARE CALLED BY MY NAME, 
SHALL HUMBLE THEMSELVES, AND PRAY, AND 
SEEK MY FACE, AND TURN FROM THEIR WICKED 
WAYS; THEN WILL I HEAR FROM HEAVEN, AND 
WILL FORGIVE THEIR SIN, AND WILL HEAL 
THEIR LAND. * | 


eee 


* 


Tun woras of our text are part of the anſwer, 
which God returned to the prayer of his ſervant 
Solomon, who having built a houſe, and dedicated 
it to the ſervice of God, ſtood up before the altar 
of the Lord, in the preſence of all the congregation 
of Iſrael, and ſpread forth his hands and prayed. 
6 When the heaven is ſhut up and there is no rain, 
becauſe they have ſinned againſt thee : if there be 
dearth in the land, if there be peſtilence, blaſting, or 
mildew, locuſts or caterpillars, if their enemies be- 
ſiege them in the cities of their land, then hear 
thou from heaven thy dwelling place. And if thy 
people go out to war againſt their enemies, by the 
way that thou {halt ſend them, and they pray unto 
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thee towards this city which thou haſt choſen, and 
the houſe which I have built for thy name, then 
hear thou from the heavens their prayer, and their 
ſupplication, and maintain their cauſe.” To theſe, 
with other important prayers, he received this gra- 
cious anſwer. If I ſhnt up heaven that there be 
no rain, or if I command the locuſts to devour 
the land, or if I fend peſtilence among my people. 
If my people which are called by my name, ſhall 
humble themſelves, and pray, and ſeek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their fin, and will 
heal their land.” Theſe words, though primarily 
delivered to the children of Iſtael, may with pro- 
priety be transferred to other nations, which have 
enjoyed ſimilar privileges, and avouched the Lord 
to be their, God. 

The promiſes of God are not confined to the 
people to whom they were originally delivered, 


but are in all ages peculiarly calculated, to afford 


comfort and hope, to thoſe who are in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances as they expreſs; they will remain of the 
ſame advantage to every ſucceeding race, as they 
have been to the generations that are paſt, elſe the 


greateſt part of mankind would have been entire- 


ly excluded from any ſhare of the bleſſings exhibi- 


ted in that divine revelation with which we are 


now favoured ; but * the things that were written 
aforetime, were written for our learning, that we, 
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, 
might have hope.“ 

In attending to the inſtruQions preſented to us 
in our text, and accommodating the ſubject to our 
preſent Gtuation, we ſhall obſerve the following ge- 
neral arrangement, and by enquiry, - What are 
ſome of the reaſons why God is provoked to cha- 
ſtiſe a nation with any deſtroying calamity? What 
are. the peculiar duties of the people of God in 
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ſuch circumſtances? And, what encouragement a 


have they from God to be engaged in theſe du- 
ties? An anſwer to theſe enquiries will apply to 
our preſent ſituation the inſtructions of the text. 

Previous to our attempting any anfwer to the a- 
bove enquiries, it may not be unneceffary to re- 
mark, that the judgments or calamities which op- 
preſs any people, are commiſſioned againſt them by 
God. It is a common practice to criticiſe the eon- 


duct of our.civil miniſters, when they are active in 


involving the nation in diſpute and war; but 
though fach ſpeculations may not be unworthy of 
politicians, the place we now occupy, and the © ex- 
erciſe in Which we profeſs to be engaged, teach us 
to decline that manner of handling the ſubject, and 
conſider it in another view, by obſerving that what- 
ever agency men have in affairs of public concern, 
they are only inſtruments made uſe of by the Go- 
vernor of the world, for bringing forward the great 
events of Providence. Whatever check may be 
given to national proſperity, whatever threatening 
may be given to national power, whatever judg- 
ment or calamity may overſpread the land, let us 
without acting the part of politicians, paſs beyond 


the agents and ſubjects in ſuch changes, and look 
up with reverence and ſubmiſhon to the Gover- 


nor of the nations, whoſe all-over-ruling band, 
e does according to his will in the armites of hea- 
ven, and among the inhabitants of the earth:“ for 


all our judgments are ordered againſt us by a wiſe 


Providence, and when commiſſioned to attack us, 
our art and ſtrength are inadequate to ward them 


off. © Is there evil in the city, and the Lord 


hath not done it.” Whatever were the intentions 
of the Philiſtines and Arabians, the ſacred 'wiiter 
informs us, that the Lord ſtirred up againit Je- 

horam, the ſpirits of the Philiſtines and of 'the A- 
rabians, and they came up againſt Judah and brake 
A 2 
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into it. Who gave Jacob for a ſpoil” and Ifraet to 
the roÞbers ? Did not the Lord, ks againſt whom 


we have ſinned? I make peace and I create evil, 


1 the Lord do all theſe things. O thou ſword of 
the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be quiet,? 

How can it be quiet, ſeeing the Lord hath given it 
a charge againſt Aſhkelon, and againſt the ſea ſhore, 
there hath he appointed it.” Since then, afflic- 
tions and common calamities, are commiſſioned a- 
gainſt us by the appointment of God, who does 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men, 
What are ſome of the cauſes in man, why God is 
provoked to involve a nation in war, or chaſtiſe a 
| n with any other alva ! 


1 this we . ee THT 
. That the ſins of the rulers of ts: 1 are 
bans of the cauſe why judgments gppreſs the na- 
tion. The eminent rank which many hold among 
their fellow-creatures, i is not in itſelf calculated to 


make them better, or remove them farther from- 


the influence of corrupt diſpoſitions than the reſt 
of mankind, The rich and the great are born with 
the ſame original depravity of heart, and are expo- 
fed with us, from their connection with our com- 
mon parent, to be aQtuated and miſled: by thoſe 
corrupt prineiples, of which the beſt of men can» 
not be entirely ſree, till this tabernacle is diſſolved. 
But the office they hold, by the kind providence of 
God, calls them to particular duties; ; they have a 
| peculiar ſtation to fill up, which requires a certain 
determinate line of procedure, that they may have a 
"conſcience void of offence towards God and to- 
wards man. Equally with thoſe whom they: go- 
vern, they have to render an account unto God in 
what manner they have managed the truſt commit- 
ted to their charge, and we cannot ſuppoſe that fal- 


lible men, are capable of executing every part of 


322. 2 


mm AY 222 


G. 4 SR 2R ay mor mp, we 6 mw 


PR—_— 


> = T 


CL 3 


their duty in ſuch a manner as ta deſerve approbation 
from on high, but mult often appear faulty in the 
fight of God, in the diſcharge of their commiſſions, 
=> of conſequence. be expoſed: to challiſements 
ſuitable to the offence. _ 

- The good king David, in the execution of that 
honourable power with which he was invelted, 
and attempting to conceal his perfonal faults, raſhe 
ly expoſed to death one of his beſt and moſt faith-. 
ful ſoldiers, “for which, ſays, the Lord, in that 
thou haſt killed Uriah, now therefore the ſword 
ſhall never depart from thy houſe, behold, I will 
raiſe up evil againſt thee out of thine own houſe,” 
In the reign of Zedekiah,. the chief of the prieſts, 
the chief of the people tranſgreſſed very much, 
which provoked the Lord to bring upon them the 
king: of the Chaldees, who flew the young men 
with the ſword, ravaged the temple, with the trea- 
ſures of their king. Iſrael's rulers were indeed 
wicked, but none can ſay they are without blame 
in the fight of God, in.executing any part of their 
duty; and we muſt ſuppoſe, that as our rulers 
are ſubject to the like failings with their fellow 
men, they are partners in the guilt for which the 
Lord hath come out of his place to puniſh the in- 
habitants of the land. | 

But with what gratitude ought we to addreſs 
Heaven, that ſuch a one fills our throne, who, in 
times of danger, betakes himſelf to that quarter: 
from which he can derive ſupport and defence. 
The time has been, when the ſame ſeat was occu- 
pied by blood-thirity Catholics, the ſword of whoſe 
troops were often bathed in their ſubjects blood; 
providence has now ſheltered the nation under the 
protection of one, who like a kind parent, when ca- 
lamity threatens the ſcattered family, leads in the- 
uſeful exerciſe of this day, and. wiſhes to call up 
the univerſal breath of prayer and ſupplication 10 
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into it. Who gave Jacob for a ſpoil and Iſrael to 
the robbers ? Did. not the Lord, he againſt whom 
we have ſinned? I make peace and I create evil, 
I the Lord do all theſe things. O thou ſword of 
the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be quiet,? 
How can it be quiet, ſeeing the Lord hath given it 
a charge againſt Aſhkelon, and againſt the ſea ſhore, 
there hath he appointed it.” Since then, afflic- 
tions and common calamities, are commiſſioned a- 
gainſt us by the appointment of God, who does 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men, 
What are ſome of the cauſes in man, why God is 

provoked to involve a nation in war, or chaſtiſe a 


people with any other aan n 
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make them better, or remove them farther from 
the influence of corrupt diſpoſitions than the reſt 
of mankind, The rich and the great are born with 
the ſame original depravity of heart, and are expo- 
fed with us, from their connection with our com- 
mon parent, to be aQtuated and miſſed: by thoſe 
corrupt principles, of which the beſt of men. can» 
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But the office they hold, by the kind providence of 
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peculiar ſtation to fill up, which requires a certain 
determinate line of procedure, that they may have a 
"conſcience void of offence towards God and. to- 
wards man. Equally with thoſe whom they: go- 
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their duty in ſuch a manner as tu deſerve 
from on high, but muſt often appear faulty in the 
ſigbt of God, in the diſcharge of their commiſſions, 
and of conſequence be expoſed to challiſements 
ſuitable to the offence. 

- The good king David, in the execution of that 
honourable power with. which he was inveſted, 
and attempting to conceal his per ſonal faults, raſh« 
ly expoſed to death one of his beſt and moſt faith. 
ful ſoldiers, **-for which, ſays. the Lord, in that. 
thou. haſt killed Uriah, now therefore the ſword 
ſhall never depart from thy houſe, behold, I will 
raiſe up evil againſt thee out of thine own houſe." 
In the reign of Tedekiah, the chief of the prieſts, 
the chief of the people tranſgreſſed very much, 
which provoked the Lord to bring upon them the 
king of: the Chaldees, who flew the young men 
with the ſword, ravaged the temple, with the trea- 
ſures of their king. Iſrael's rulers were indeed 
wicked, but none can ſay they are without blame 
in the fight of God, in executing any part of their 
duty; and we muſt ſuppoſe, that as our rulers 
are ſubject to the like failings with their fellow 
men, they are partners in the guilt for which the 
Lord hath come out of his place to * the in- 


approbation 


habitants of the land. 


But with what gratitude ought we to addreſs 
Heaven, that ſuch a one fills our throne, who, in 


times of danger, betakes himſelf to that quarter 


from which he can derive ſupport and defence. 
The time has been, when the fame ſeat was occu- 
pied by blood-thirity Catholics, the {word of whoſe 
troops were often bathed in their ſubjects blood; 

providence has now ſheltered the nation under the 
protection of one, who like a kind parent, when ca- 
lamity threatens the ſcattered family, leads in the- 
uſeful exerciſe of this day, and. wiſhes to call up 
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him vho giveth ſalvation to e Let us thanx 
heaven that this is the temper of our Prince. 
<« Give the king thy judgments, O God, n ty: 
righteouſneſs unto. the king's ſon.“ 

2. The fins of the miniſters of religion, are 
part of the cauſe why judgments oppreſs the na- 
tion. Miniſters of religion, in their ſtation, are 
not more exempt from a charge of guilt, than mi- 
niſters in civil affairs. Every ſtation where valu- 
able and important duties are required, is expoſed 
with the loweſt ſituation in life, to deſection and 
vice. But the more exalted the ſituation in which 
men are placed, the more aggravated their guilt, if 
they ſhould willingly tranſgreſs, or voluntarily o- 
mit 2 duties which are inſeparably connected 
with the proper diſcharge of their office. Com- 
plaints have been uttered againſt the prieſts in an- 
tient times, and the people addicted to vice, thro? 

their careleſſneſs, have often been attacked by fa- 
mine, by peſtilence, and by war. The prieſts 
faid not where is the Lord, they that handle the 
law, know me not, the paſtors alſo tranſgreſſed a- 
gainſt me, and the prophets propheſied by Baal, and 
walked after things which do not profit; wherefore 
I will yet plead with you, and with your children's 
children will I plead. A wonderful and horrible 
thing is committed in the land, the prophets. pro- 
pheſy falſely, and the prieſts bear rule through their 
means. 

Miniſters and ſervants of Chriſt, will not, we 
preſume. when judgments are upon the land, ven- 
re to ſay they are innocent, in the diſcharge of 
that office with which they are inveſted. Ther: - 
careleſſneſs and want of vigilance, has often been 
the favourite opportunity for the enemy to make a 
quiet entrance into the city of which they are the 
watchmen, There is no ſet of men upon the face 
of the earth, of greater uſefulneſs to mankind, when. 
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zeal and faithfulneſs diſtinguiſh' their character; 
| but when corruption prevails, a nation may dread 
hurt from no party, ſo much as from thoſe to whom 
the inſtruction of others is committed. That ſuch 
men are very deficient, it is only neceſſary to ſtate 
a compariſon betwixt them and our antient Re- 
| formers; Where are now the zeal, the faithfulneſs, 


j and authority of thoſe, by whom the church in theſe 


lands was repaired; and for a while ſupported ? A- 
las! as the remembrance of them dies away, the 
beauty of their work decays, and their ſueceſſors in 
office tamely accommodate themſelves to the taſte, 
rather than the neceſſities of the times. How little 
attention is paid to the intereſt of immortal fouls, by 
thoſe into whoſe hands they are committed, and 
who muſt return to God an account of their la- 
bours? How little zeal is diſplayed i in putting the 
laws of Chriſt's kingdom in exerution againſt of- 
fenders? How often, inſtead of teaching the doc- 
trines of Chriſt, do they teach for. doctrines, the 
commandments of men? And how unht-are many 
to be proper examples to the flock over which they 
are made the overſeers? Such negligence and-fin 
muſt be very provoking to him in whoſe ſervice 
they are embarked; in every denomination of pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians, a charge may be juſtly brought 
againſt their leaders. Let the prieſts, the miniſters 
of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, 
for their aggravated guilt has haſtened the ene 
under which our land now mourns. 

Another cauſe of the calamities which overs 
ſpread. the nation, are the defection, lukewarmnels, 
and diſſenſion that prevails in the church, and a- 
mong profeſſed Chriſtians. | 

The obſervation has been verified in many na- 
tions already, that, after they had reached the ſum- 
mit of improvement, vice in various alluring ſhapes 
courted their attention, and conduQed theia gra- 
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dually backward to their original barbariſm. And 
in proportion as the people are removed by diſtance 
of time, from the æra of true improvement, in pro- 
portion, they want the merit and virtues of their 
predeceſſors, or they inherit the barbarity and viee 
which are entailed upon them by a gradual and 
continued declenſion. What is obſervable in the 
changes of a ſtate, is often verified in the church. 
Though men have contended for, and gained refor. 
mation, no church has remained long ſtedfaſt and 
pure; pure and undeffled religion may for a while 
beautify the court of the ſanQuary, but through 
the corrupt. diſpoſitions of men, front the pureſt 
ſtandards they begin to decline: The riſing race 
are leſs acquainted with the object which their fas 
thers gained, the fucceeding generation are ſtill 
farther removed from the æra of Reformation, and 
of conſequence, the impreſſions which that event, 
and the preceding circumſtances, made upon the 
minds of men, are proportionally leſſened, as they 
are removed from the period in which it took place. 
The Church of Scotland, which was ſomewhat 
later than others in gaining reformation, it is well 
known, ſtood forth among the pureſt of all reforms 
ed churches, but whether it has maintained its pre. 
eminence, whether it has ſupported its original pu- 
rity, is eaſily determined. It is a fact in nature, 
ſimilar to the forementioned truths, that rivolets 
may enlarge their courſe, but they may alſo con- 
tract pollution in proportion to the diſtance which 
the ſtream meaſures from the place whence it de- 
rived its origin. The church in our land, arrived 
to a very high pitch of reformation; many of our 
anceſtors were ranked high among the faithful in 
Chriſt Jeſus; and Scotland, like an extended 
temple, was for a while filled with the incenſe of 
pure devotion, from a zealous and undivided mul- 
titude, Though the ſword of.perſecution, did at 


* 


various periods diminiſh the ſteady -worſhippers, a 


few {till remained, which like a handful of corn in 
the earth, on the tops of the mountains, did ſhake 
with proſperous fruit. The church undiſturbed 
and quiet for a conſiderable period, each one ſit- 
ting under their vine and under their fig- tree, and 
none to make them afraid, the former impreſſions are 


no totally effaced, ſince the men on whoſe minds 


they were made, are removed; for though the ſtand- 
ards of reformation remain, men are ſtill receding 
farther from them, and only view them at a di- 
ſtance. Defection from the pure and ſcriptural 
worſhip- which once enlightened the nation, has 
ſpread like a conſuming gangrene, from the extre- 
mines to the vitals; having firſt polluted and mu- 
tilated leſs material parts, it has now entered on 
the life of religion, and men openly deny the Lord 
that bought them; to have begun in this manner, 


would have given general alarm, but to this, from 
leſs material . parts, it advances in a gradual and 


impereeptible motion, till the whole frame is af- 
feed with a dangerous diſeaſe. How far the de- 
fection will go, our poſterity will perceive, and time 
only can determine; but if religion continue to 
decay, may not the event be feared, that in ſome 
diſtant age, theſe lands may be as much involved 
in' darkneſs and ſuperſtition, as the once famous 
churches in Leſſer Aſia; and our poſterity may 
find ſuch darkneſs and ſuperſtition worſe to remove 
than that from which our reforming fathers deliver- 
ed us, Unwilling to forebode ſuch an awful judg- 
ment, we are at leaſt allowed to remark, that, conſi- 
dering how far we have departed from our original 
purity, God may juſtly addreſs us in the ſame 
language that was uttered againſt the church of 
Epheſus, ** Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat againſt 
thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt love, remem- 
ber therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and re- 
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12 
perit,” and do the firſt ba" or ele 1 will come 
unto thee quickly; and will remove thy eandleſtick 
out of his place, except thou repent.“ Ichabod 
may now be the motto of the ſtandards of dur 
church, and the inſcription on all our temples. 

We do not here arraign the National Church, 
and juſtify others, by no means, but have in our 
view every denomination who profeſs to ſupport 
religion in theſe lands on the ſame baſis on which 
it was founded; and ſhould we make any diſtinc- 
tion, we would be led to compare them with Iſrael 
and Judah ; concerning which kingdoms it is ſaid, 
„The backſliding Iſrael juſtified herſelf more than 
treacherous Judah.” Judah had a race of better 
kings, a greater number of eminent prophets,enjoy- 
ed the privileges of religion in greater purity, and 
for a longer ſpace” of time; but the defections of 
Judah, though not ſo numerous or great, were 
more glaring and offenſive than thoſe of the ten 
tribes, upon a compariſon of their privileges. And 
if men who witneſs againſt the defections and back- 
flidings of others, pretend to greater zeal, and ſay 
they enjoy the doctrines of religion in greater puri- 
ty, their defections are more aggravated, and their 
conduct more treacherous'than theſe againſt whom 
they witneſs, if their practice correſponds not to 
their profeſſion and their privileges; and © ſhall not 
the Lord viſit for theſe things; will he not be aven- 
ged on ſuch a nation as this?“ 
ut among profeſſed Chriſtians of all denomina- 
tions how much lukewarmneſs and indifference ? 
Ihe zeal, the fervour, and the piety with which our 
forefathers were animated, are now ſo much abared, 
that we can ſcarce claim kindred with many of the 
laſt generation' now gone to their place. What 
was Bid to the church at Laodicea we may dread 
to hear. I know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot, 1 would 0 wert cold or hot, ſo then 
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becauſe hg, art lukewarm, and neither cold nar: 


bot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth.“ 
Defection and lukewarmneſs, are not the alone 
cauſes of the Lord's controverſy. Diſſenſion and re- 
ligious differences among profeſſed Chriſtians bring 
misfortunes. upon the Church, and provoke, God 
to ſend calamities upon the N ation. In the re- 
membrance of many in the preſent day, for a inte 
more than fifty years paſt, there has been ſuch diſ., 
ſenſion in our land, which would have ſuited the 
armed contender, rather than the followers of the 
Lamb, whoſe reign is all peace. The National 
Church was once the reſort of all the people except 
a few; during the Revolution of the fore - mention- 
ed period, to Sthis eſent day, how far diſſenſion 
— ſpread its baneful influence, and what injury it 
has done to true godlineſs, a man of very weak pe- 
netration may diſcover. How unlike the brethren 
of Joſeph to fall out by the way. What an evi- 
dence of corrupt minds and unſanctified diſpoſitions, 
to maintain their party quarrels with greater avidi-, 
ty, than they attempt to promote genuine piety. 
Such diſputes and ſeparations among profeſſed Chriſ- 
tians, juſtly provoke God to ſend judgments vn the 
nation, in the adverſity or proſperity of. which the, 
caule of religion is deeply involyed. 9 
Though various ſeparations have been made from 
the eſtabliſhed church, we would hope that if reli- 
gious unanimity could again be reſtored, the glory 
of the ſecond. temple would ſurpaſs the glory of 
the firſt, and our mount Zion become the joy of the 
whole earth. Let us ever pray for the diſirable 
object, that the rubbiſh of Zion may be ſwept away, 
and the hearts of all united like one immoveable 
rock, which the arrows of envy cannot pierce, no 
corruption pollute, nor the waſting revolutions of, 
time conſume ; for while ſuch diſſenſions continue 
| B 2. 
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the Lord will now and then plead a controverſy with 


. 


his people. OA e 
On this ſubject we may deſcend to particular 
denominations of profeſſed Chriſtians, and remark 
the jarrings which rend their ſocieties and add to the 
load of guilt under which the land mourns ; what- 
a ſtrange effect of their zeal for truth? confuſion 
inſtead of peace. Hear the reproof then ye who 
wit nels and proteſt againſt others, and if ye contend 
for purity, contend alſo for unity; the one is the 
beauty of the church, and the other a wall of de- 
fence; and however beautiful the vineyard, how di- 
miniſhed in our view is its worth when open to the 

ravages of every plunderer, the boar who com- 
eth Pom the foreſt will waſte it at his pleaſure; if 
truth is ſupported at the expence of peace, and if 
weakened and defenceleſs by your inteſtine diviſi- 
ons, your ſuppoſed: beauty and ſtrength may equal. 
ly decay, and like the diſperſed tribes it may be dif- 
fi-ult even to find a remnant of you among the na- 
tions. 98 een, 
4. The increaſe and practice of vice among the 
people at large is a great cauſe of public calamities. 
The ſame complaint that was uttered by the prophet 
Hoſea againſt the people of Iſrael, may juſtly be 
produced es a complaint againſt the inhabitants of 
our native land. The Lord hath a controverſy 
with the inhabitants of the land, becauſe there is 
no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the 
land by ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and ſteal- 
ing, and committing adultery, they break out and 
blood toucheth blood, therefore ſhall the land 
mourn.”” And by the prophet Ezekiel, the Lord 
pronounced the following threatning, “ when the 
land finneth againſt me by treſpaſſing grievoully, 
then will I ſtretch out my hand-upon it, and will 
break the ſtaff of bread thereof, and will ſend fa- 
mine upon it, and willcut off man and beaſt aut of it, 
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and though theſe three men Noah, +Datiiel, and Job 
were in = ny; would but ee their on 


ſouls .. 
That vice of every kind i 
is evident without the neceſſity. 


of demonſtration ; 


and < ſhall not I viſit for theſe things ſaith:the Lord, 


ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on fuch a nation as 


_ this?” Vice like a peſtilence ſpreads. rapidly. far 
and wide, and for the moſt part ſeizes firſt on the 


rifing race, aud if childrenirils up accuſtomed to 


habits of wickedneſs, to what perfection in the prac- 
tice of it will they arrive it they make progreſs as 
they advance in age; and how faſt mult it ſpread 


in the ſucceeding generation, when their fathers are 
capable of 8 them nothing 
an awful 


univerſally prevails, it muſt pr 
lamity, for no part of the | 


can ſecure irſelf by 


innocence from the ſtroke. I will ſtretch out 
my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, faith 
the Lord; for from the leaſt of them even unto the 
greateſt of them, every one is given to covetouſ- 
_ neſs, and from the prophet, even unto the prieſt, e- 
very one dealeth falſely ; they are all grievous re- 
me are braſs and 


ll ranks in theſe 
lands muſt — ati the ſame ſayings to be ap- 


volters, walking with landers, th 
iron, they are all corrupters.“ 


plicable to them, for high and low, rich and poor, 
have corrupted their way. Survey the lives of the 


great, and if vice taints their practice you will ſoon 


be able to judge. Accompany the multitude for 
a little, and if your mind has any ſavour of religion, 


or hatred of vice, you will ſoon fall out with a num- 


ber of your companions by the way. Liſten but a 


few moments to the ſound of the youth in our ſtreets, 


and you would wonder how tractable children are 
in vice before they are capable of learning auy 


:praflifed i in theſe lands, | 


elſe, . 'Fo what 
neracy the preſent age is reduced is 
diſcernible dy every obſerver, and when ey 


ure a general ca- 
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haps be able to diſcover that the weapon 


„K 
thing elſe, Muſter our armies and you would per- 


$.0f our 
warfare are in general managed by wicked bands; 


ſhould not the Lord then have a controverſ V wich 


the inhabitants of the land, for who can ſay, I am 


pure from my fin ?- 


5. There are ſome particular ſins. peculiarly ag · 
gravated i in the ſight of God, the practice of which. 
is one procuring cauſe of our public calamities. 

It muſt appear at firſt ſight an incontrovertibfe 
truth, that any fin wilfully indulged in theſe lands, 
ſo highly favoured with the hight of revelation is at- 
tended with manyaggravations which cannot be an- 
nexed to the fame fm committed in a heathen couns 
try. The light of revelation leaves all men without 
excuſe, but alas! the light of revelation has not pre- 
vented men from the commiſſion of the molt hei- 
nous crimes. To what height has blaſphemy and 
prophane ſwraring now arrived, and though the 
third commandment is more ſtrictly — than 
all the reſt, againſt it the world ſeems chiefly in- 
clined to 8 The proſanation of the ab- 
bath, difobedience and unfaithfuloeſs to parents, 
murder, adultery, theſt, and falſehood are cauſes 
why our land mourns, and m perhaps continue 
to mourn til} it is waſben, with o blood of its in- 
habitants. We. cannot here omit obſerving the fa- 
tal and dangerous diſreſpect which all men ſhow to 
the goſpel and the ordinances of religion; this of all 
others is the moſt aggravating offence, and to per- 
ſiſt in it, brings along with it the greateſt miſeries 
and plagues, that can purſue the human race. Let 
every man lay his hand upon his mouth, with his. 
face in the duſt, and cry unclean, confeſſing with 


the antient IS of God, we know, O God, 


that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faith- | 
ING * afflicted . rok 


Our Second: General 
n ths peculiar duties of the people of God, when 
| the nation ſuffers by any deſtroying calamity, 


whether of famine, peſtilence; or — Theſe du- 
ties are dictated by God himſeif in the words of 


our text, If 


17 1 


' eek my face, and turn from their CE way:“ 


| The duties to which he bade are important, | 
and the neceſſary means, by which they are encou- 


raged, he will avert their judgments. The perfor- 
mance of theſe duties do not merit the people's de- 
liverance, but the grace of God as abundantly re- 
vealed throught he great Mediator, is the ſole foun- 
dation of acceptance, and the author of our reco- 
very from temporal or ſpiritual plagues. The 
ple of God, thoſe called by bis name, are pecu- 
iarly enjoined to interceed with him in behalf of 
the nation, They ate the excellent 'ones of the 


earth, for whom he has a great reſpect and in whoſe 
advantage every revolution and change will termi- 


nate. They are the pillars of this world, and on 


their account, thro? the grace of that covenant he 


has made, the world is not conſumed. His 
ed worſhippers, particularly thoſe to whom 


he has ſaid, I will be your God, and ye ſhall be 
my people, are this day called to thoſe duties, 


which God himſelf requires, as the means whereby 
they are to expect deliverance from him and reco- 
very to the people among whom they live. Theſe: 


remarks you will keep in view while we illuſtrate 


the remaining parts of the ſubject. 


1. One duty required of the people of God is 
that they humble themſelves. Humiliation and 
faſting is a becoming and neceſlary exerciſe for 
man in every ſituation, but more eſpecially when 


the judgments of God are abroad in the earth; 


enquiry was, What aft 


people, which are called by my 
name, ſhall bumble themſelves, and pray, -_ 
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ſuch are not ſent without a cauſe; and ehurches or 
nations are made ſenſible of God's diſpleaſure, when 
he ſends perſecution on the one, or famine, paſti- 
lence and war upon the other: in either caſe it is 
an important duty of the people of God to learn 
dy his judgments, and — — under hĩs 
mighty hand that he may exalt them in due time. 
It is not our province to juſtify or blame the Privy 
Council of our Sovereign, or involve ourſelves in 
Political diſcuſſions; ſuch we muſt leave to thoſe 
men, into whoſe hands providence has committed 
them; but as occupying a ſacred truſt, would ſa, 
lemnly exhort you to humiliation and faſting before 
God, bewailing before him all your ſins which are 
the cauſe of your ſufferings. The divine precept 
and promiſe. annexed to it, is authority and encou- 
ragement which you cannot innocently oppoſe; 
and if the examples recorded by the pen of jinſpi- 
ration for our inſtruftion ſhould have influence 
on our minds in promoting in us ſimilar diſpoſitions 
and a ſimilar conduct, let us uſe them for that pur- 
ſe. *, 

ko the aan went forth ** king Abaſue- | 
us at the inſtigation of vitious Haman, in every: 
province whitherfoeyer the king's decree and com- 
mandment came, there was great mourning among 
the Jews, and faſting, and weeping, and wailing, 
and many lay in ſackcloth and aſhes.” In the days: 
of Rehoboam, when Shiſhak King of Egypt came 
againſt Jeruſalem becauſe they had tranſgreſſed 
avainſt the Lord; the princes of Iſrael and the king, 
humbled themſelves and ſaid, the Lord is righteous.: 
When the Ifraelites had entered the borders of the; 
land that was promiſed to their fathers, and had 
taken poſleflion of one city, they proceeded to ex- 
tend their conqueſts, but their arms were unſucceſs-- 
ful, for the men of Ai put three thouſand Iſraelites 
to Uight, and flew of the people thirty and ſix: this, 
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was à ſevere calamity for which Joſhua; could not 
_ account, who fought under the banner of Jehovah, 
and had his promiſeof ſucceſs ; But * Joſhua rent 

his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face, be- 
fore the ark of the Lord, until the even- tide, he and 
the elders of Iſrael, and put duſt upon their heads.” 
This was their duty in the day of their diſtreſs. God 
inſtructed them how'to diſcover the cauſe of their 
diſap ointment, -- The offender was convicted and 
puniſhed, and the Iſraelites went on and proſpered. 
- Our nation is now labouring under great hardſhips. 
Our proſperity is checked, and our peace interrupt- 
ed. And under theſe chaſtiſements we ſhould be a+ 
fraid leſt God complain of us, as he did of Judah, 
Though they were deſtroyed they humbed not 
themſelves.” Let us imitate the example of Ne- 
hemiah, who mourned, and wept, and faſted, when 
he heard of the calamities of thè Jews; — - 
2. Another duty required of the people of God, 
is prayer and ſupplication. If my people ſhall pray, 
and ſeek my face, &c. &c. Though God is acquaint» 
ed with all the evils which burden the life of man, 
the ſorrows which oppreſs his own people, or the 
troubles which affect x nation, he wiſhes that man 
be acquainted with theſe alſo, and with the means 
he ought to uſe, to have theſe troubles removed. 
When we review the lives of eminent ſaints men- 
tioned in ſcripture, and attend to the biſtory of the 
Jewiſh church, we perceive, that in any eritical ſea- 
ſon, under apprehenſions of danger, or in the midſt 
of their ſufferings, they turned unto the Lord by 
prayer and ſupplication, to which, When preſent- 
ed in faith they had aſſurance of a gracious return. 
« When the people of Iſrael complained, it diſpleaſ- 
ed the Lord, and his anger was kindled, and the 
fire of the Lord burnt among them 'and conſumed 
them that were in the uttermoſt part of the eamp, 
and the people cried unto Moſes, and Moſes prayed, 
C 


„ a 
and the fire was quenched“ When Judah' was in 
danger of being invaded by the king of Aſſyria; af- 
ter Hezekiah had read Rabſhakeh's threatning letter; 
he ſpread it out before the Lord and prayed. When 
Jehoſhaphat was ſore beſet by the combined atmies 
of the Moabites and Ammonites, and a great mul- 
titude, which meffengers told him came up from be- 
yond the ſea, he feared, ànd ſet himſelf to ſeek the 
Lord, and proclaimed a faſt thoughout all Ju- 
dah, and prayed “ O our God we have no might a. 
gainſt this multitude that cometh up againſt us, nei- 
ther know we what to do, but our eyes are upon 
thee, and the Lord by a miracle diſcomfited all 
their enemies, for before the Jews had reached the 
plain where they were encamped, they had flain and 
contumed ewgcls other, 7 fn TUO ont 
' In ſuch''diftreſling circumſtances as we in thefe 
lands now experience, every profeſſed friend of 
God ſhould interceed with him in our behalf. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much. No political views or opinions can difen- 
gage us from the duty we owe to our rulers and 
our country, as inculcated by divine authority. We 
muſt pray in behalf of the nation, and in behalf of 
thoſe into whoſe hands God has committed'the reins 
of Government. In times of extreme neceſſity our 
obligations to-this duty are more enforced. But 
ſay others ſhall we pray in ſupport of corruption, 
cruelty and oppreflion ? Pauſe for a little my fel- 
low ſubjects, and learn your miftake—we would 
wiſh to conciliate your minds by fcripture views 
of the duty you doubt of, and aſſiſt in reſolving diſ- 
content into harmony and peace. Accommodating 
_ - ourſelves for a moment to your mode of thinking, 
and granting, of conſequence, your objection to be 
juſt, we would, notwithſtanding, ſay to you, though 
none would require you to pray for vice, we, as ut- 
tering the meſſage of the Supreme Governor of the 
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uaiverfe, cal you. to pray for the ken of the or- 


dinance of God. or whoſoever reſiſteth the 
power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God.” Some of 


the doctrines which Paul publiſhed on this ſubject, 
are worthy of conſultation. Rom. chap. xiii. 


When the antient people of God were in a ſtate 
of captivity, they were even commanded to pray for 


the peace of that place into which they were car- 
ried captive, © For in the Peace thereof, ſays the 
Lord, ye ſhall have peace.” It ye regard the hap- 
pineſs of this nation, in the midſt of theſe convul- 
ſions which threaten the empires and kingdoms of 
Europe, if you regard religion, your own ſafety, 
and the proſperity of Zion, turn unto God, by ear- 
neſt prayer and ſupplication for our native land: 
for “all thine enemies have opened their mouth a- 
gainſt thee, they hiſs and gnaſh their teeth, they ſay 
we have ſwallowed ber up, 3 this is the day 
that we looked for, we have found, we have ſeen 
it; ariſe then, cry out in the night, in the begin- 
ning of the watches, pour out thine heart like wa- 
ter before the face of the Lord.“ : 
Ihe prayer and plea we have to preſent is com- 
mon. All are intereſted, and all ranks ſhould in 
one voice, pour out their ſopplications before God. 


If the day of the Lord is great and terrible, that 


none can abide it, let the waTCHMAN of the land, 
whom God hath placed on our throne, give warn- 
ing, and arouſe the inhabitants to their duty in e- 
very corner of the country, and let the miniſters of 
God celebrate the ordinance. Blow the trum- 
pet in Zion, ſanctify a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly. 
Gather the people; angtily the congregation : aſ- 
ſemble the elders: gather the children, and thoſe 


that ſuck the breaſts : let the bridegroom go forth 


of his chamber, and the bride cut of her clolet. 
Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the Lord, weep be- 
tween the porch and the altar, and let them lay, 
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ſpare thy people, O Lord, and — thine her- 

tage to reproach ; that the heathen ſhould rule o- 
ver them: wherefore ſhould they: ſay among the 
people, where is their God? Then will the Lord be 
jealous for his land, and pity his people.” . 
3. Another duty required of the people of God 
is, to turn from their wicked ways. Repent; and 
turn yourſelves from all your tranſgreſſions, ſo ini- 
quity ſhall not be your ruin. O Jeruſalem, waſly 
thine heart from wickedneſs, -that thou mayelt be 
- ſaved. Thy ways and thy doings have procured 
theſe things unto thee.” We would this day ad- 
viſe you to renew that reſolution which Iſraeb made, 
when becauſe of their offences, judgments had pur- 
fued them. Come, and let us return unto the 
Lord, for he hath torn and ha wil heal us, ben 
ſmirten and he willsbind us up.“ 

There cannot be a piece of greater a 
ding to profeſs to rumble ourſelves for our ſins, 
and have no deſign to forſake them; it is turning 
the duties of religion into profane mockery, and 
practically ridiculing the authority of heaven. The 
duty to which we are called, is enforced by divine 
precept, and many encouraging promiſes; and a 
none can free themſelves from a charge of guilt, 
none can innocently diſengage themſelves: fromthe 
duty of. reformation. 'Many may indeed, be ſo 
hoodwinked by ſelf:conceit, as ſuppoſe that their 
perſonal guilt is not ſo offenſive as procure a public 
calamity z neither would their perſonal refarmation 
be ſo extenſively beneticial, as prove helpful in re- 
moving it; The ſuppoſition is proven falſe, by 
facts which have already been alluded to: For, if 
the whole camp of Iſrael was troubled, and could 
not ſtand before the men of Ai, baceate one of the 
people had been guilty of ſacrilege, we perceive 
that the fin of one may be the procuring cauſe of 


a general calamity, By reverſing the example, we 
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may obſerve, that the reformation of dne, or of in- 
dividuals, may be a happy mean of reſtoring gene- 
rat tranquillity. In the life of one man, we have 
beth caſes preſented to our view, it is ſaid of He- 
zekiah, that he rendered not again according to 
the benefit done to him, for his heart was lifted 
up, therefore there was wrath upon him, and up- 
on ſudah and Jeruſalem. Notwithſtanding He- 
zekiah humbled himſelf for the pride of his heart; 
and all the inhabitants of . Jerufalem, ſo that the 
wrath of the Lord came not a them in the days 
of Hezekiah.” : - %. 
' To turn from our wicked ways is the direct line 
of duty i in which we ought to walk, and in which 
we can encoura 
the fulfilment of any promiſe he has publiſhed to 
revolters. Our reformation, or profeſſed repent- 
ance, cannot procure our deliverance, _ = 
forth as the mean which muſt not be n 
we hope to be ſaved from our troubles. — — was 
a. prophet once ſent to preach in Ninereh, and 
threaten its deſtruction: becauſe of the wickedneſs 
of the inhabitants. Alarmed at the threatenings of 
God, the king and his nobles made the following 
proclamation, + bet man and beaſt be covered 
with ſackcloth, and cry mightily: unto God, yea, 
let them turn every one from his evil way, and 
from the violence that is in their hands: * can 
tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away 
from his fierce anger, that we periſh not. And 
the Lord ſaw their works, and 3 ou turned 
from their evil ways, and he repented of the evil 
he ſaid he would do unto them, and did it not.“ 
Let the people of God in theſe lands, attend to 
fuch examples, and be Influenced to 2 (as 
ins duties. 


Our third general 2 v, What ancane 


gement from God; or | 
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ragement have they from God, to be engaged 
in theſe duties? This enquiry is alſo anſwer- 
ed in the words of our text, Iwill hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their ſin, and will heal 
h 


1. I will hear from heaven. When the profeſ- 
ſed people of God treſpaſs againſt him, he often in 
righteous judgment, returns to his place till they 
confeſs. their iniquities, and it .becomes'a fevere 
judgment on a church or nation, .when God ſhuts 
out the prayers of his own people; then awful judg- 
ments are dreaded and often; inflicted, nor can 
theſe be removed, till he again condeſcend to give 
audience to their prayers. If my people which are 
called by my name, when under theſe awful cala- 
mities 1 ſend upon their land, ſhall pray, and ſeek 
my face, then will 4 hear from heaven. His people 
have the ſame ſecurity and encouragement in e- 
very age, that they had in the days of Solomon; 
or at an after period, when the following comfort- 
able promiſe was delivered to thoſe who were la- 
bouring under the hardſhips of a Babyloniſh capti- 
vity. © I know the thoughts that I think towards 
you, ſaith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil, to give you an expected end; then ſhall ye 
call upon me, and ye ſhall go and pray unto me, 
and I will hearken unto you, and ye ſhall ſeek me 
and find me, when ye ſhall fearch for me with all 
oor heart, and I will be found of you ſaith the 
or Bd | , 3 0 
God's faithfulneſs ſecures the fulfilment of this 
promiſe to his people; in-proof of which, a variety 
of examples from the hiſtory of his antient chureh 
might be introduced, which would ſerve at.the 
ſame time, as encouragements to his people in 
theſe days, when his judgments are abroad in the 
earth; but as a few of theſe have already been 
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mentioned in the preceding part of the diſcourſe, 


it is unneceſſary to add others, or bring the former 
again into view. I would only remind you that 


there is no connection of merit betwixt your duties, 


and God's acceptance of them, his property in you, 
the mercy of the covenant he hath eſtabliſhed with 
you; and his evetlaſting love made known in all his 
adminiſtrations of grace; are the ground of your 
hope in him, and the cauſe of his compaſſion to- 
words you.” Bleſſed be God, for his eternal Son, 
ho conſecrated a new and a living way to the Fa» 
ther: and to happingſs;” through him only, God is 
acceſſible, and through him only, the people who 
are called by his name, have affurance of being 
heard. 15 

25 | will forkive their fin: It'is a melkinchidly | 
truth, that our fins are the Tate of our ſufferings? 
Gi Whiy crieft thou for thine affliction, thy forrow 
is incurable, for the multitude of thine iniquity 
betauſe thy fins were increaſed I have done theſe 
things unto thee.” Theſe ſufferings cannot be re- 
moved, till God in his mercy interpoſe, and for- 

give our ſins which are the cauſe: What an en- 

eaten to the people of Godin theſe alarm- 
10 g ſeaſons, thar lie wilt not mark their iniquities 
againſt them to cbhdemn them; but blot them out 
to remember them no more, and again deal with 
them in mercy, as if they had not ſinned. And 
is this the manner of man, O Lord! If a man find 
his enemy will he let him go well away?” But 
when God in righteous judgment, ſeizes on a peo- 
ple, he corrects a while, without conſuming them, 
allowing them time to repent, that he may illuſtri- 
ouſly glorify his mercy in forgiving them. Re- 
turn, ye backſliding children, and I will heal your 
backſlidings ; return, faith the Lord, and I will not 
cauſe mine anger to fall upon you; for [ am mer- 
ciful, ſaith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for 
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cer“ Happy are thoſe people who ate called by 
his name, and who, in turning to him in the day 
of deep diſtreſs, claim theſe promiſed bleſlings, and 
reſt the hope of their enjoyment of them, on the 
great atonement for ſin which God has accepted in 
their ſtead, | wt th Ty 
3. I will heal their land. He firſt promiſes: to 
forgive their ſin, and then to remove their judg- 
ments. There is none to plead thy cauſe, that 
thou mayeſt be bound up; thou haſt no healing me- 
dicines, all thy lovers have forgotten thee, they 
ſeek thee not; for I have wounded thee with the 
wound of an enemy, with the chaſtiſement of a 
eruel one, for the multitude of thine iniquity:“ 
But his gracious promiſe immediately follows, * I 
will reſtore health unto thee, and I will heal thee 
of thy wounds.” What an encouragement to the 
1 of God, when their land mourns under any 
eavy judgment, for though he deſtroy and threa- 
ten to deſtroy, he will not make a full end. For 
my name's fake will I defer mine anger, and for 
my praiſe will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not 
off. God has often diſcovered his faithfulneſs, in 
recovering a nation from famine, from peſtilence, 
and war, or mercifully averted threatened: judg- 
ments. The Ninevites faſted and prayed, and turn- 
ed from their evil ways, and God repented him of 
the evil he ſaid he would do unto them, and did it 
not. Moſes, and other favourite ſervants of God, 
interpoſed in behalf -of that rebellious nation of 
which they were the prophets or the leaders, and 
the fufferings they endured were removed. God 
is the author and diſpoſer of all events. He ſends 
adverſity, and he claims the honour of our recove- 
ry, I the Lord, will heal your land. The ſkill of 
your rulers, or the ſtrength of your troops are vain, 
unleſs I interpoſe for your deliverance. If I ſend. 
peſtilence, or locuſts, among my people, I only 
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aun remove che judgment... Let us enoui 


God, and will not fave them 


will ſtrike hands betwixt us? Our only way of e- 
ſcape is pointed out to us by himfelf, in the words 


of our text, which contains alfo theſe encouraging 


give their ſin, and will heal their land.” 


From the foregoing diſcourſe, the following 


inſtruQions may be derived. 


I. That we ſhould all 6G 3 as oat | 


ners in the guilt, which procures our judgments. In- 
confiderate obſervers of divine Providence, v 
ſoon diſcover the agents or means by which evil is 


brought on a church or nation, and are rathly led 


to charge particular clafſes of men high in office, 


as the ſole cauſe of our misfortunes ; but if we are 


ſharers in the calamity, we have reaſon to fear we 


have been ers in the guilt, for who can ſay 
Lam pure from my fin ?? Let us hear the counſel 


af the Moſt High, on this important ſubject, I 


will ſtretch out my hand upon the inhabitants of 


the land, for from the leaſt of them even unto the 
greateſt of them, every one is given to covetouſ- 


neſs.” We have no need, like the crew of the 


heathen failors, to caſt lots to diſcover the Jonah: 


we have no need to caſt lots to diſcover the Achan: 
we are all troublers of the peace of Iſrael, and none, 


as an innocent man, dare lift a ſtone to throw at 


his adulterous brother. Rulers and ſubjects, mini- 
ſters and el. are guilty. And if miniſters, and. 
D * 


our 

ſelves in the Lord, whoſe promiſes are always ſum. 
cient to comfort us, I will have mercy upon the 
houſe of Judah, and will ſave them by the Lord their 
by bow nor by ſword 
nor by battle, nor by horſes, nor by horſemen. 
If God be for us, who can be againſt us, but if he 
contend with us by his judgments, who is he that 


promiſes, © I will hear from heaven, and will for- 
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rulers are Root. hy the peop Pl dare not o 


their mouths to blame them, and juſtify themſelves; . 


for, ſays the Lord, “ A wonderful and horrible 
thing is committed i in the land, the prophets pro- 
phefy falſely, and the prieſts bear rule by their 
means :?* This was baſe conduct, to be in league 
with each other for wickedneſs, but mark what fol- 
lows, my people wiſh, to have it ſo,” though 
they might be blind to their wickedneſs, they were 


equally guilty, < Why beholdeſt thou the mote 


that is in thy brother's eye, but conſidereſt not the 
beam that is in thine own eye: Thou hypocrite, 
* firſt caſt out the beam out of thine own eye; and 


then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt out the mote out 


of thy brother's eye.” Clear not yourſelves of 
guilt, but confeſs and give glory to the Lord God 
of Iſrael. For when the whirlwind of the Lord go- 
eth forth with fury, and falleth with pain on the 
head of the wicked; he will be ſhelter to his own 
people, and their deliverer i in the midſt of the moſt 
alarming diſtreſs, Lot and his family were reſcued 
from the deſtruQtion of Sodom. 

2. We ſhould lament the heinous iggravations 
which attend our guilt. We may very properly 


compare ourſelves with the Jewiſh nation, and re- 
peat the addreſs that was formerly delivered to 


that people, What nation is there ſo great, that 
hath a God fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our 
God is in all things that we call upon him for ? 


What nation is there ſo great, that hath ſtatutes 


and judgments ſo righteous, as all this law which 
1 have Tet before you this day?” What nation like 
ours, bas for ſuch a period enjoyed the goſpel in 
peace, and under the protection of our ' rulers, 
while witneſſing Chriſtians in other countries have 


been hunted as partridges upon the mountains? 


What nation has been ſo favoured with proſperity 
and plenty? Yet we have waxed fat and kicked as, 
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gainſt the author of mercies. Ir inſtruction could T 
have any effect, we have had his word, for he 
has ſent his prophets riſing up early and ſending 
them.“ We have had pfecept upon precept, pre- 
cept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, 
here a little and there a little. Scotland has had 
its worthies in the church, whoſe words ſtill remain 
with us, for though they are dead, they yet ſpeak. 
One race of prophets has ſucceeded another, and 
there are {till ſome, into whoſe hands God has com- 
mitted his word; how then ſhall he ſpare, if ſuch 
great benefits are rejected. If judgments could 
have been'profitable, we might.long ere now have 
been reclaimed, but we have hardened ourſelves, 
under his wrath, as we have ſpurned his mercy. 
He has often threatened a famine, and again mer- 


cifully interpoſed, for he is unwilling to make our 
land a deſolation. He has often threatened war, 


but this he has alſo kindly protracted; be has in- 


deed flain our young men with the ſword i in a fo- 
| reign land, but there is peace in our own territo- 
ries; let us pray that our deſtruction may be 
prevented. Threatenings of various kinds have 
been multiplied, now tumults and diviſions with- 
in, wars and rumours of wars without, all methods 
have been tried, mercy and judgment have alier- 
nately been ſent, and how aggravated the guilt of 
ſuch a people, if God's kindnels, patience, and 
power, are abuſed; and though we are all eſcaped 
as at this day, and plucked as firebrands out of * 
burning, ſhall we yet revolt more and more, refu- 
ſing to return unto the Lord. If ſuch be the caſe, 
the meſſengers of God muſt return to their maſter, 
and ſay, O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the 
truth, thou haſt ſtricken them, but they have not 
grieved, thou haſt conſumed them, but they have 
refuſed to receive correction, they have made their 
faces harder than a rock, they have refuſed to re- 
D 2 
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tet: Surely theſe are poor, they are.fooliſh; for 
they know not the way of the Lord,” nor the judg- 
ment of their God.” 
We are taught to juſtify God in every part 
of 150 Providence, and alſo in theſe ju judgments he 
has ſent-on the nation. We attempted, in the firſt 
part of the diſcourſe, to conſider the cauſe, and 
whatever ſeverities we endure, we muſt infer that 
God is juſt in his proceedings. Will a hon 
roar in the foreſt, when he hath no prey, will a 
young lion cry out of his den, if he have taken 
nothing? Can a bird fall in a ſnare upon the earth, 
en no gin is for him?” Then no nation will 
endure any thing from the hand of God, but what 
they richly deſerve, and if there is not a cauſe 
why would our land be ftricken ? Though he Tent 
his deſtroying angel on the land till he brake down 
that which he hath built, and till he pluck up that 
which he hath planted, none could reply againſt 
his juſtice. Though our iſland of the fea was ſwal- 
towed -up by the waters which ſurround it, the 
moſt hardened ſufferer, would eternally acknow- 
ledge the juſtice of their avenger. If we have wea- 
ried him with our ſinning, if we have wearied him, 
fill he is preſſed as a cart is preſſed under its ſheaves, 
fhall not "hs land mourn for this, and every one 
mourn that dwelleth therein. For the abuſe of our 
great proſperity, God has juſtly interpoſed, and 
checked the pride and boaſting of our merchants 
let theſe men account for ſuch changes as they 
pleaſe; the hand of God is in them. © The ſhips 
of Tarſhiſh did ſing of thee in thy market, and thou - 
waſt repleniſhed-and made glorious in the midſt of 
the ſeas. But by the multitude of thy merchan- 
diſe they have filled thee with violence, and thou 
haſt finhed; by thy great wiſdom, and by thy traf- 
ic, haſt thou encreaſed thy riches, and thine heart 
is lifted up beeauſe of thy riches : Therefore, thus 
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as the heart of God, behold, therefore, I-will, bring 
ſtrangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations, 
and they ſhall draw their ſwords. the beauty 
of thy wiſdom, and they ſhall defile thy brig htnels.””. 
Many who were not expoſed to ſuffer by "the fail- 
ure of trade, have had a ſhare of ſuffermgs-in an- 
other manner; a late ſtorm. deſtroyed their flocks, 
and their herds, and the people mourn for the loſs 
of lives and of property. Sin univerſally prevails. 
| Judgments are univerſally felt, i in the execution t 
| which, God is juſt, 
4. We are — to betake la 40 ; God 
as our only deliverer. No power whatever can 
ſave from the ravages of war, or any other cala- 
mity, but Omnipotence, The policy of men may 
be the mean of involving a nation in war, and the 
policy of men may be the mean, of. removing it. 
yet God has the direction and diſpoſal of the whole 
in his hand; he can prevent, or remove it at his 
pleaſure. I make peace and I create evil, I do 
all theſe things, ſaith the Lord.“ When God cauſ- 
eth trouble, who can give quietneſs.? From him 
then we are to expect deliverance, and not from 
the wiſdom of our rulers; he can defeat the deſigns 
of princes, for the hearts of kings are in his hand. 
He can turn the counſel of our enemies into 
nought. We are not to truſt in the ſtrength of 
dur troops, © for the race is not to the ſwift, nor 
the battle to the ſtrong.“ An arm of fleſh is a 
vain defence, if the Lord is not our ſtrength and 
our ſhield. We are not to depend on the number 
and ſtrength of our allies. Wo to them that go 
down to Egypt for help, that truſt in horſes becauſe 
they are many, and in horſemen becauſe they are 
very ſtrong. Truly in vain is falvation looked for, 
from the hills, and from the multitude of moun- 


_ tains, for only in the Lord our God is the ſalvation 
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of Ifrae).” Iſrael came to ſee the vanity of truſting 
in her allies, the Egyptians and others had-promifed 
aſſiſtance with their troops, ſhe waited a whole ſeaſon 
in vain for help, and when the time for the cam- 
was over, they were then forced to com- 
plain of their diſappointment, and lament that they 
had truſted in man and not in God. The har- 
veſt is paſt, the ſummer i is ended, and we are not 
ſaved.” Truſt not in man, whoſe breath is in 
his noſtrils, but betake yourſelves to God, who 
can deliver you from all your calamities. O 
Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but in me is thy 
help, I will be thy king, where is any other that 
may ſave thee in all thy cities? With this en- 
couraging promiſe, and the promiſe in our text, 
betake yourſelves to God for deliverance and ſafe- 
ty, if you have any reſpect for his honour, if 
you regard your own ſafety, the good of the na- 
tion, and the proſperity of Zion, you will plead. 
with God that you may not be ſtricken any more; 
there is bitterneſs in the cup we have already 
taſted; God may continue to pour into it the wine 
of his wrath yithout mixture, let us then take 
refuge in himſelf, and through Chriſt, the great 
peace-maker, plead his covenant, his mercy, and 
his promiſe, to ſave the nation and his church. 
* 0 Lord, though our iniquities teſtify againſt 
us, do thou it for thy name's ſake; for our & 
ſlidings are many, we have finned againſt chee. 
O the hope of Ifrael, the Saviour thereof in the 
time of trouble, why ſhouldſt thou be as a ſtran- 
ger in the land, and as a wayfaring man, that 
turneth aſide to tarry for a night? Why ſhouldſt 
thou be as a man aſtonied, as a mighty man that 
cannot ſave? Vet thou, O Lord, art in the midit 
of us, and we are called by thy-name ; leave us 
not. Haſt thou utterly rejected Judah ? Hath thy 
foul lothed Zion ? Why haſt thou ſmitten us, and 
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there is no healing for us? We looked for peace, 
and there is no good; and for the time of heal- 
ing, and behold trouble. We acknowledge, O 
Lord, our wickedneſs, and the iniquity of our fa- 
thers; for we have ſinned againſt thee. Do not 
abhor us for thy name's ſake, do not diſgrace 
the throne of thy glory; remember, break not 
thy covenant with us. Art not thou he, O Lord 
our: God? Therefore we will wait upon thee : 
for thou haſt made all theſe things.” | 
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THE END. 
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